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ABSTRACT

Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials (NORM)isacommonand
costly contaminant of produced waters associated with naturalgas
production and exploration. One way of combatting this problemis
byidentifying the problem beforehand. Ourapproachtothis
probleminvolves developmentof NORM prediction capabilities based
onthe geological environment.

During quarter twenty three of this project, work has continuedin ac-
cordance with the projectscope of work. We are still currently analyz-
ing our produced water samples withemnphasis onmetals analysis . In
addition, the QA/QC plans continue to be implemented.
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EXECUTIVESUMMARY:

The Southern University Center for Energy and Environmental Studiesis
currently studying relationshipswhich may existbetweengeologicaland
radiological factors (NORM) in produced water samples. The goal also
involvesthe observation of selected water parameters and determine
theirrelationship tothe aforementioned factorsaswell.

PROJECTINTRODUCTION:

This projectisto consistofthree majortasks: (1) Radiological
Analysis, (2) Correlative Results with Respectto NORM Activity, geo-
logical parameters and metals content, and (3) Technology Transfer.

Theradiological results have been done by a subcontractor with the
chemical analysis of samples andthe geological componentto be gener-
atedin-house or by another (as of yetundetermined source).

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION:

Duringthisreporting period, effortswere again gearedtowards analyz-
ing the produced water samples, withemphasis onthe metals analysis.
The appropriate methods, etc., arein place and are currently being
employed.

CONCLUSION:

We still continue to follow our QA/QC plans. We have obtained some
resultsand have preliminarily reached some conclusionsfromthesere-
sults. Inaddition we are aboutto hopefully beginthe in-house geo-
logical aspects ofthe project.
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